Dr. Rowlette doubts if the heart really undergoes hypertrophy during pregnancy. He quotes Herring's observations on pregnant rats, who found that on the average the heart of the pregnant rat weighed less than that of the control.
In his post-mortem investigations at the Rotunda Hospital, Dr. Rowlette has not been able to convince himself that the human heart hypertrophies during pregnancy. More important than the localisation of heart lesion is the ability of the heart to perform, or otherwise, its work. The earlier in pregnancy the compensation fails the more serious is the outlook. If the patient has had frequent attacks of failure of compensation then pregnancy should be forbidden, as taught by Mackenzie.?James H. Martin.
